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SERMON. 


Job  14:  19.     And  thou  destroyest  the  hope  of  man. 

The  mind  of  Job,  while  contemplating  the  darker 
shades  of  the  picture  of  human  life,  and  reflecting  upon 
the  uncertainty  and  shortness  of  man's  sojourn  on  earth, 
yields  to  despondency.  The  tide  of  feeling  flows  mourn- 
fully on,  as  some  gently  murmuring  stream,  the  sound  of 
whose  ripplings  fall  upon  the  ear  in  the  subdued  stillness 
of  the  evening  hour ;  and  we  in  sympathy  join  with  him 
in  the  melancholy  strain.  The  frailties  and  troubles  of 
life,  notwithstanding  the  bright  rays  of  hope  and  prosper- 
ity which  may  occasionally  beam  upon  our  path,  compel 
us  to  feel  that  the  pilgrimage  of  mortals  is  a  weary  one, 
and  burdened  with  many  sorrows. 

Expressions  of  sadness  have  often  fallen  from  the  lips 
of  the  greatest  and  best  of  men  as  they  have  reviewed 
the  scenes  of  former  days. 

Says  Jacob,  "Few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  the 
years  of  my  life  been,"  and  in  harmony  with  this  senti- 
ment is  the  experience  of  Goethe,  the  renowned  German 
poet,  who,  when  he  had  outlived  his  three  score  years 
and  ten,  could  say  of  himself:  "  They  have  called  me  a 
child  of  fortune,  nor  have  I  any  wish  to  complain  of  the 
course  of  my  life.  Yet  it  has  been  nothing  but  labor 
and  sorrow  and  I  may  truly  say,  that  in  seventy-five 
years  I  have  not  had  four  weeks  of  true  comfort.  It 
was  a  constant  rolling  of  a  stone,  that  was  always  to  be 
lifted  anew." 

Such  feelings  frequently  arise  in  the  bosom  of  the 


Christian,  as  he  views  man  in  his  sinful  state,  for  none 
are  exempt  from  suffering  :  all,  the  learned,  the  ignorant, 
those  apparently  joyous  and  happy  are  burdened  with 
many  woes ;  they  are  born  unto  trouble. 

How  frail  a  thing  is  human  nature  ! — a  flower  that 
soon  fades — a  shadow  that  fleeth  and  continueth  not. 

"  This  is  the  state  of  man  :  to-day  he  puts  forth 
The  tender  leaves  of  hope,  to-morrow  blossoms, 
And  bears  his  blushing  honors  thick  upon  him  ; 
The  third  day  comes  a  frost,  a  killing  frost, 
And — when  he  thinks,  good  easy  man  full  surely 
His  greatness  is  a  ripening — nips  his  root, 
And  then  he  falls." 

The  few  days  of  his  pilgrimage  are  crowded  with 
anxious  cares,  trials  and  perchance  petty  annoyances,  a 
source  of  continued  grief.  In  the  arrangements  of  pro- 
vidence boundaries  are  set  to  the  lives  of  individuals  and 
beyond  that  limit  no  one  can  pass — no  elixir  can  prolong 
his  existence — no  human  wisdom  can  carry  him  beyond 
his  appointed  bound.  Shut  up  to  the  sorrows  of  the 
world  and  having  no  hope  of  unalloyed  happiness  here, 
he  may,  sick  at  heart,  give  vent  to  his  smothered  grief, 
and  say,  seeing  that  I  am  a  sinful  man  and  frail,  whose 
days  are  numbered,  turn  from  me  0  Lord ;  be  not  exact 
in  making  my  iniquities,  that  as  a  hireling  I  may  accom- 
plish my  time  and  take  a  little  rest  and  comfort  this 
side  the  grave. 

To  the  aged  patriarch,  the  glories  of  a  future  state 
were  not  so  clearly  revealed  as  unto  us,  and  consequently 
he  was  in  a  measure  deprived  of  the  brightest  hopes 
of  the  Gospel,  which  keep  our  minds  from  despair. 

When  men  contemplate  the  scenes  of  mortal  life  and 
allow  the  evils  which  abound  wholly  to  fill  their  vision, 


they  are  apt  to  indulge  a  complaining  spirit,  and  although 
they  may  acknowledge  the  justice  of  God  in  punishing 
them  for  their  iniquities,  yet  they  reflect  upon  His  good- 
ness in  supposing  Him  to  deal  with  them  upon  their 
simple  merit. 

This  is  the  natural  tendency  of  a  mind  depressed  by 
sorrow  and  unsustained  by  consolations  drawn  from  a 
future  world. 

Job,  having  but  imperfect  views  of  the  condition  of 
man  after  death,  supposing  the  soul  indeed  to  have  a 
conscious  existence  in  a  region  of  shades  and  dreary 
night,  but  still  far  removed  from  earthly  joys,  urges  his 
final  state  as  a  reason  why  he  should  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  life.  A  tree  if  cut  down,  might 
flourish  again,  but  not  so  with  man.  When  he  is  laid 
low  by  the  stroke  of  death,  there  remains  in  him  no  in- 
herent life,  no  hidden  germ  that  would  cause  the  body 
to  revive,  that  he  might  again  visit  those  friends  he  had 
left  behind.  As  the  waters  fail  from  the  sea,  and  the 
flood  decayeth  and  drieth  up  :  so  man  lieth  down  and 
riseth  not ;  till  the  heavens  be  no  more,  they  shall  not 
awake,  nor  be  raised  out  of  their  sleep. 

Suddenly  some  faint  gleam  of  hope  flits  across  his 
mind,  and  he  longs  that  God  would  hide  him  in  the  grave, 
until  His  wrath  had  passed  by  and  that  then  He  would 
remember  him  and  bring  him  forth  to  life  again.  The 
thought  that  he  will  not  be  forgotten  in  the  tomb  affords 
him  some  consolation,  and  he  determines  to  await  his 
appointed  time,  until  his  change  should  come,  and  then 
would  he,  when  the  voice  of  God  should  be  heard,  gladly 
answer  Him  out  of  the  grave. 

Although  he  has  some  expectation  of  a  happy  immor- 
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tality,  yet  when  he  recurs  to  his  present  grievances,  he 
again  falls  into  despair  and  complains  of  the  righteous 
indignation  of  God  ;  as  if  the  Almighty  was  unnecessarily 
severe  in  arraigning  him  at  His  bar,  without  allowing 
him  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  his  own  character  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world.  Thus  do  the  feelings  of  this  man 
of  God,  alternate  between  hope  and  despondency,  as  he 
turns  his  eye  toward  his  sufferings  or  to  the  consolations 
of  religion. 

Although  we  may  suppose  such  feelings  as  were  ex- 
pressed by  Job,  to  be  inconsistent  with  those  which  the 
true  Christian  ought  to  cherish,  yet  they  are  the  feelings 
of  multitudes  when  grieved  at  heart  by  long  continued 
trials,  especially  when  they  have  no  clear  and  well  de- 
fined views  of  the  happiness  of  heaven.  They,  who  do 
not  comprehend  the  principles  of  the  Divine  government, 
cannot  understand  why  it  is  that  the  present  life  need 
be  a  life  of  sorrow,  and  they  seem  to  think  it  an  act  of 
unnecessary  severity  on  the  part  of  God  to  deprive  them 
of  temporal  enjoyments. 

Such  a  view  of  the  Divine  character  is  unjust,  for  the 
Almighty  does  not  willingly  grieve  or  afflict  the  children 
of  men ;  He  delights  in  showing  mercy,  and  were  it  for 
the  highest  good  of  all,  He  would  doubtless  permit  them 
to  realize  fully  their  fondest  anticipations. 

But  now,  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  of 
God's  plan  of  benevolence,  death  sweeps  away  men  and 
their  works  into  oblivion  and  disappoints  those  expecta- 
tions which  depend  for  their  realization  upon  our  personal 
existence. 

God  destroys  all  human  hopes  which  are  earthly  in 
their  nature,  when  He  changes  man's  countenance  and 


sends  liim  away ;  but  without  ennumerating  them  on  the 
present  occasion,  we  will  turn  our  attention  simply  to 
the  consideration  of  some  of  the  reasons : 

Why  GoD  destroys  the  hope  of  man  in  the  death  of 
his  offspring. 

How  many  parents  are  bound  up  in  the  lives  of  their 
children !  how  many  bright  hopes  are  centered  here ; 
and  yet  God  blasts  these  rising  expectations  with  the 
mildew  of  death.  There  are  good  reasons  in  the  infinite 
mind,  why  the  young,  who  have  caught  but  few  glimpses 
of  this  lower  world,  and  but  feebly  sipped  of  sublunary 
pleasures,  should  thus  early  be  torn  from  a  parents'  af- 
fectionate embrace  and  laid  away  in  the  silence  of  the 
tomb. 

Although  the  providence  of  God  may  appear  mysteri- 
ous in  removing  more  than  half  that  are  born,  in  com- 
parative infancy,  yet  if  we  will  but  possess  our  souls  in 
patience,  the  light  of  eternity  will  illumine  that  which 
now  is  dark  and  reconcile  these  afflictive  dispensations 
with  the  justice  and  goodness  of  the  Almighty. 

We  may  not  know  why  God  sends  His  destroying 
angel  to  this  household  and  passes  that  one  by,  or  why 
He  removes  the  darling  of  the  family  and  suffers  others 
to  remain ;  but  we  may  state  some  reasons  which  may 
exist  in  the  Divine  mind  and  which  may  have  caused 
Him  to  take  to  Himself  the  young  immortal. 

I.  The  death  of  the  young  may  have  been  designed  to 

TAKE  THEM  FROM  APPROACHING  EVIL. 

This  world  is  full  of  evil.  Dangers  lie  all  along  our 
path ;  temptations  beset  us ;  sources  of  grief  are  con- 


tinually  opening  afresh  upon  us  and  thus  sorrowful  and 
sad  we  are  compelled  to  pursue  our  weary  way  toward 
our  final  home,  eternity.  Although  placed  amid  scenes, 
in  which  virtue  and  vice  come  in  conflict  and  vie  with 
each  for  the  supremacy,  now  the  one  prevailing  and 
again  the  other  in  the  ascendent,  yet  we  are  not  left  the 
sport  of  fortune  or  to  the  guidings  of  a  blind  fatality. 
God  has  not  created  children  bearing  His  own  image  and 
then  retired  to  some  distant  portion  of  the  universe,  re- 
gardless of  their  welfare ;  but,  in  wisdom,  He  has  given 
them  a  convenient  abode  and  kindly  arranged  all  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed.  His  eye  runs 
along  the  path  of  the  future  in  which  the  feet  of  mortals 
would  tread,  and  surveys  all  the  dangers  that  lie  about 
it,  marks  the  evil  influences  from  wicked  companions 
and  lost  spirits  and  sees  the  effect  that  these  would  have 
upon  the  unguarded  traveler,  and  then  allows  the 
sojourner  to  pursue  his  course  and  meet  them,  or  removes 
him  in  mercy,  that  he  should  not  bear  the  encounter. 
Let  the  child  which  has  but  started  upon  an  endless  life, 
enter  upon  that  course  which,  with  his  disposition,  would 
prove  ruinous  to  his  moral  nature,  and  would  it  not  be 
an  act  of  kindness  in  God  to  take  that  spirit  to  dwell  in 
His  immediate  presence,  away  from  approaching  evil  that 
would  plunge  it  into  perdition?  Have  none  of  you,  my 
brethren,  ever  seen  a  lovely  youth,  the  pride  of  his 
family,  grow  up  and  gradually  diverge  from  the  path  of 
purity  and  safety,  until  he  has  plunged  into  scenes  of 
dissipation  and  wickedness,  leaving  fond  parents  to 
mourn  over  the  wreck  of  a  once  noble  son,  who  had  gone 
down  to  a  wretched  and  untimely  grave  ?  Had  that 
promising  boy  been  cut  down  before  coming  to  years  of 
accountability  and  gone  to  dwell  in  the  bosom  of  infinite 
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love,  even  parents  themselves,  could  they  have  foreseen 
that  wicked  life  and  terrible  death,  would  have  ceased 
their  heart-broken  anguish  and  rejoiced  in  the  eternal 
salvation  of  their  offspring.  The  future  conduct  of 
children  is  unknown  to  fathers  and  mothers,  but  God 
beholds  our  thoughts  afar  off  and  he  knows  what  the 
actions  of  his  creatures  would  be  if  left  to  themselves, 
and  in  tender  compassion  calls  them  to  a  heavenly  home 
that  they  may  escape  the  perils  of  a  longer  probation. 

"  This  world,  all  too  bleak  and  cold 
To  yield  them  quiet  rest, 
God  takes  them  to  his  shepherd-fold, 
And  soothes  them  on  his  breast. 

II.  The  child  may  be  cut  down  to  prevent  the  idolatry 

OF   PARENTS. 

The  instinctive  love  of  a  parent  for  her  child,  some- 
times ripens  into  a  kind  of  idolatry,  especially  when  that 
child  exhibits  unwonted  charms,  either  in  body  or  in 
mind,  and  it  may  become  necessary  that  it  should  be 
dethroned  from  the  heart  that  it  might  not  stand  a  rival 
with  God. 

The  infant  that  lies  in  its  mother's  bosom,  daily  elicits 
affection  toward  itself,  as  its  powers  gradually  unfold, 
and  it  begins  to  recognize  with  expressions  of  delight 
the  accents  of  a  mother's  voice  and  how  pleased  is  that 
mother  when  her  ear  first  catches  the  scarcely  intelligi- 
ble word,  or  beholds  her  child  taking  its  first  step ;  her 
affection  has  grown  with  its  expanding  growth,  until  in 
the  strength  of  her  love  she  has  forgotten  the  giver. 

In  the  ardor  of  her  attachment,  she  is  willing  to  sacri- 
fice that  which  she  most  highly  esteems,  yea,  her  life 
even,  for  its  welfare.     She  pays  her  daily  devotions  to 
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this  idol  of  her  heart,  to  the  neglect  of  him  who  lent 
the  treasure. 

No  object  is  allowed  to  intervene  between  herself  and 
her  loved  one,  she  wishes  to  live  for  it  alone,  it  is  the 
delight  of  her  eyes  and  the  pride  of  her  heart,  she  loves 
the  creature  more  than  the  Creator.  If  the  prattling  babe, 
or  sprightly  youth,  has  awakened  the  emotions  of  the 
soul  and  fills  too  large  a  place  in  the  heart,  God  will 
humble  the  pride  of  those  parents  and  break  the  tender 
and  strongly  increasing  ties  of  affection,  by  removing 
from  their  embrace  the  object  of  their  love. 

Jehovah  demands  the  supreme  affection  and  adoration 
of  His  creatures  and  He  will  not  suffer  them  to  give  His 
glory  to  another.  Did  He  deal  with  His  chosen  people 
with  severity,  when  they  forsook  Him  and  worshipped 
strange  Gods,  and  will  He  deal  more  mercifully  with 
parents  who  cherish  their  children  with  inordinate  at- 
tachment and  pay  to  them  that  homage  which  is  due 
only  to  their  Maker  ? 

It  matters  not  what  form  idolatry  assumes,  God  has 
forbidden  it,  and  wherever  it  is  practiced  there  will  He 
exhibit  signs  of  His  displeasure. 

Many  parents,  no  doubt,  because  of  their  too  earnest 
love  for  their  children  and  forgetfulness  of  God,  have 
been  made  to  feel  the  bitter  pangs  of  bereavement.  It 
would  be  of  little  consequence  how  much  the  creature 
was  loved,  provided  that  the  gracious  giver  was  loved  so 
much  the  more ;  but  the  danger  is  in  the  strong  tendency 
of  earthly  attachments  to  diminish  love  toward  the 
Creator.  When  this  is  the  result,  then  will  God  assert 
His  own  claim  for  worship,  so  that,  before  Him,  every 
knee  may  bow  and  every  tongue  confess  to  His  praise. 
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III.  God  may  remove  the  parents'  offspring  by  death, 

FOR  PURPOSES  OF  CHASTISEMENT. 

When  David  despised  the  commandment  of  the  Lord, 
by  slaying  Uriah,  the  Hittite,  a  messenger  was  sent  to 
him  to  announce  the  Divine  judgment  for  his  sin. 

Howbeit,  says  the  prophet,  because  by  this  deed  thou 
has  given  great  occasion  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to 
blaspheme,  the  child  also  that  is  born  unto  thee  shall 
surely  die. 

The  wicked  people  of  that  generation  would  triumph 
in  David's  fall,  and  strengthen  themselves  in  their  in- 
iquity, and  hence  God  determines  to  silence  these 
blasphemies,  by  rebuking  His  servant  for, his  sin.  He 
vindicates  his  honor,  shows  to  the  world  His  hatred  of 
immorality  and  chastens  him  for  the  perpetration  of  an 
evil  deed,  by  taking  away  the  life  of  the  child. 

When  Christians  wander  from  duty  and  conform  to 
wicked  principles  and  practices,  they  are  often  involved 
in  distressing  calamities,  that  they  should  not  be  con- 
demned with  the  world.  The  development  of  a  holy 
character  is  a  consideration  of  more  importance  than  the 
enjoyment  of  a  few  earthly  pleasures.  Some  of  the 
graces  of  the  christian  are  cradled  in  adversity  and 
brought  to  maturity  through  much  tribulation,  and  hence 
it  becomes  necessary  that  every  friend  of  God  should 
share  the  common  afflictions  of  life. 

Where  were  patience  without  trial,  or  submission 
without  suffering  ?  In  disciplining  the  wayward,  those 
methods  are  employed  which  would  be  best  adapted  to 
reach  the  heart  and  secure  beneficial  results. 

Bereavements  are  among  the  severer  forms  of  chastise- 
ment, and  generally  the  most  effective  in  humbling  the 
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proud  and  in  bringing  them  to  repentance.  How  tender 
and  yet  how  strong  the  tie  that  binds  the  parent  to  the 
child,  and  how  painful  the  separation  at  death  !  Such  a 
stroke  the  hardest  heart  cannot  but  feel,  and  eyes  unused 
to  weep  will  here  let  fall  the  tear.  By  these  afflictions, 
the  deepest  impressions  are  made  upon  our  minds,  and 
we  readily  turn  our  thoughts  to  the  consideration  of 
God  and  eternity  and  learn  obedience  to  the  Divine 
commands. 

While  parents  live  in  neglect  of  known  duty  and  dis- 
regard the  claims  of  the  Gospel,  they  may  feel  assured, 
that  sooner  or  later  they  will  receive  some  token  of  their 
heavenly  Father's  displeasure,  and  if  death  does  not 
visit  their  families,  they  will  in  some  other  way  know 
that  the  Almighty  destroys  the  hope  of  man.  Whom 
God  loves  He  chastens,  that  they  may  love  Him  more. 

Many  an  erring  disciple,  in  reviewing  his  personal 
history,  can  realize  the  benefits  he  has  derived  from 
bitter  trials,  and  adapt  the  language  of  the  Psalmist  and 
say  :  before  I  was  afflicted  I  went  astray,  but  now  have 
I  learned  to  keep  thy  law. 

IV.  God  may  remove  the  young  by  death,  for  the  gen- 
eral GOOD. 

All  men  are  sinners  and  they  need  to  be  reminded 
continually  of  this  melancholy  fact. 

In  the  death  of  the  young,  they  behold  the  bitter 
fruits  of  transgression  and  are  forcibly  reminded  of  their 
own  desert.  If  those  whom  we  regard  as  innocent  must 
thus  suffer  under  painful  disease  and  finally  agonize  in 
death  because  of  another's  sin,  then  they  who  are  volun- 
tary transgressors  cannot  expect  to  escape  the  stroke  of 
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the  destroying  angel.  It  also  teaches  the  uncertainty 
of  life  and  illustrates  the  truth  that  "  death  has  passed 
upon  all  men,"  and  that  all  may  die,  no  matter  what 
their  age,  their  accomplishments  or  prospects  for  the 
future,  at  a  time  when  they  least  expect  it. 

We  look  upon  the  infant  corpse,  with  feelings  different 
from  those  with  which  we  view  the  youth  or  man  of 
riper  years  ;  what  that  difference  is  we  may  not  be-  able 
fully  to  describe ;  but  still  the  impressions  upon  our 
minds  are  not  the  same.  As  we  walk  abroad  and  view 
the  desolations  wrought  by  the  devastating  tempest,  we 
may  gaze  upon  the  oak  as  it  lies  prostrate  with  its  roots 
upturned  and  still  there  is  associated  with  it  the  idea  of 
power.  Once  it  could  successfully  resist  the  fury  of  raging 
winds,  but  a  mightier  agent  has  laid  it  low  and  we  stand 
in  awe  of  His  giant  strength. 

We  turn  aside  and  behold  !  a  delicate  flower  lies  at  our 
feet,  with  broken  stem  and  tattered  leaves.  Here  is 
beauty  and  weakness.  The  tender  susceptibilities  of  our 
nature  are  awakened,  and  the  feeling  at  once  arises  in 
the  mind,  had  we  been  there  when  the  winds  rudely 
bio  wed,  we  would  have  shielded  it  from  harm. 

Different  emotions  are  excited  by  the  sturdy  oak  and 
the  delicate  flower.  Thus,  also  is  it  when  we  view  the 
remains  of  tender  blooming  infancy  and  those  of  manhood 
and  hoary  age. 

Those  are  hallowed  impressions  which  we  receive 
from  the  death  of  a  child ;  they  awaken  regret  and  we 
turn  in  sadness  away. 

Our  hearts  are  benefitted  by  thoughts  suggested  and 
feelings  excited  at  the  infant's  grave  and  God  for  the 
good  of  the  living,  may  send  His  angel  messenger  to  bear 
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many  of  them  from  scenes  of  wretchedness  and  woe  to  a 
heavenly  home. 

Their  memory  also  has  a  hallowed  and  subduing 
power.  Not  only  do  loved  ones,  who  have  early  passed 
away,  live  in  a  parent's  imagination,  ever  young  and 
blooming,  just  as  they  were  when  their  sweet  voices  last 
fell  upon  the  ear,  but  all  who  retain  them  in  memory, 
regard  them  as  bright  and  happy  children. 

Others  around  may  grow  old,  but  the  infant  dead 
retain  their  youth. 

The  little  grave  speaks  of  tenderness  and  the  help- 
lessness of  infancy,  and  awakens  serious  thoughts  in  the 
mind  of  the  passer-by,  which  may  serve  to  arouse  his 
sympathies  and  impress  upon  his  heart  more  powerfully 
the  truth  that  he  soon  may  die,  than  would  be  received 
from  graves  of  the  aged  dead.  All  these  sacred  influ- 
ences which  excite  the  varied  emotions  of  the  human 
soul,  are  of  service  to  the  living,  and  God  may  take  this 
method  to  teach  lessons,  which  mortals  are  slow  to  learn. 

1.  Parents  are  sometimes  the  procuring  cause  of  the 

DEATH   OF  THEIR  OFFSPRING. 

I  say  sometimes,  for  there  are  doubtless,  reasons  in 
the  mind  of  God,  why  He  takes  away  the  lovely  babe, 
entirely  independent  of  the  parental  relation.  I  do  not 
here  refer  to  accidents  or  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
those  to  whom  is  entrusted  the  training  of  youth ;  but 
to  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  parent  which  calls 
for  some  token  of  the  divine  displeasure,  and  for  chas- 
tisement to  remedy  some  evil  practice.  God  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  His  goverment  will  show  that  He  favors 
virtue  and  disapproves  of  vice,  and  whenever  parents 
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trample  upon  His  laws,  neglect  His  Gospel  and  set  such 
examples  before  their  offspring  as  would  divert  their 
minds  from  religion  and  strengthen  them  in  their  wick- 
edness, then  will  He  employ,  in  His  providence,  such 
means  as  will  most  effectually  bring  them  to  repentance 
and  right  action.  When  David  transgressed  the  com- 
mandment of  the  Lord,  and  brought  reproach  upon 
religion,  the  anger  of  God  was  enkindled  against  him, 
and  the  death  of  his  infant  son  was  the  penalty  for  his 
crime.  In  this  instance  the  father  was  the  procuring 
cause  of  the  death  of  his  own  child,  for  had  he  not 
sinned,  this  affliction  would  not  have  come  upon  him. 
The  same  may  be  true  of  others  who  turn  aside  from 
known  duty.  If  the  affections  are  centered  upon  a 
laughing  babe,  whose  prattlings  and  winning  ways  have 
won  the  heart  of  a  doting  parent,  so  that  the  Creator  is 
not  loved  and  served  as  he  demands,  and  the  child  re- 
ceives the  warmest  adoratians  :  then  will  He,  who  is  a 
jealous  God,  remove  the  idol  from  the  throne,  that  lie 
alone  may  be  honored  and  adored.  Affectionate  parents 
should  remember,  that  while  they  love  their  children, 
they  should  not,  in  their  attachments,  substitute  them 
in  the  place  of  the  gracious  giver,  for  he  will  not  give  his 
glory  to  another.  If  they  are  forgetful  of  eternity  and 
the  highest  interests  of  their  souls,  God  may  break  their 
spiritual  slumbers,  and  arouse  their  dormant  powers,  by 
a  stroke  of  His  rod,  which  shall  call  forth  many  a  sigh, 
and  groan  and  bitter  tear. 

2.  In  destroying  the  hope  of  parents,  God  does  not 
destroy  their  offspring. 

But  little  is  said  in  the  Bible,  of  the  condition  of  those 
who  die  in  early  life,  but  there  seems  to  be  nothing  very 
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marked  against  the  supposition  that  they  are  saved 
through  the  merits  of  Christ.  We  are  accustomed  to 
look  upon  them  as  irresponsible,  not  knowing  the  right 
hand  from  the  left,  as  was  said  of  the  children  of 
Nineveh.  Our  sympathies  are  enlisted  in  their  behalf, 
and  upon  the  slightest  evidence,  we  are  inclined  to  be- 
lieve them  safe  in  heaven,  when  once  they  have  entered 
the  spirit  world.  The  tender  regard  of  our  Savior  for 
the  young,  when  upon  earth,  leads  us  to  hope  that  He 
will  save  those  who  have  never  spurned  His  laws  nor 
rejected  His  grace.  Once  He  took  little  children  in  His 
arms  and  blessed  them,  saying,  suffer  little  children  to 
come  unto  me  and  forbid  them  not  for  of  such  is  the  king- 
dom of  heaven. 

Would  He  thus  kindly  regard  them  while  here  below 
and  show  them  no  favor  in  the  bright  world  above  ?  Did 
He  have  no  reference  to  their  salvation,  when  He  said  of 
sucli  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?  Little  ones  add  much 
to  the  joy  of  households  here,  and  may  we  not  suppose 
that  in  heaven,  their  place  will  not  be  left  vacant,  but 
that  myriads  of  infantile  voices  will  enliven  the  happy 
throng.  We  are  satisfied  they  do  not  come  under  the 
condemnation  of  the  wicked,  when  we  reflect  that  ac- 
countability implies  trust  and  capacity  to  obey  ;  but,  as 
far  as  we  know,  they  have  no  trust  committed  to  them, 
neither  have  they  power  to  comprehend  the  Divine  com- 
mands. 

Hence  we  infer  that  a  merciful  God  would  not  cast 
them  from  His  presence  and  inflict  upon  them,  the  woes 
of  the  incorrigible.  The  blood  of  atonement  has  a 
cleansing  virtue  and  where  there  is  no  voluntary  trans- 
gression, it  would  seem  reasonable  and  right  that  it 
should  be  applied  to  the  soul,  to  purify  and  prepare  it 
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for  the  paradise  of  God.  That  faith,  which  centres  in  a 
being  of  infinite  love,  assures  us  that  these  tender  plants 
whose  unfolding  beauties  are  scarcely  seen  by  mortal 
eye,  are  removed  to  a  more  genial  soil,  and  that : 

"  They  are  all  there  in  heaven, 
Safe,  safe  and  sweetly  blessed  j 
No  cloud  of  sin  can  shadow 
Their  bright  and  holy  rest." 

3.  Although  God  grieves  the  heart  of  christian  parents 
by  the  removal  of  earthly  hopes,  yet  He  does  not  take 
from  them  the  supports  of  his  grace. 

None  but  parents  can  tell  how  deep  the  sorrow,  when 
the  objects  of  their  tenderest  solicitude  and  affection  are 
laid  in  the  silence  of  the  tomb.  The  tie  that  binds  them 
to  their  offspring  differs  from  all  other  ties,  if  not  in 
kind  yet  in  degree,  so  that  when  it  is  severed,  they  are 
plunged  into  deepest  woe.  As  the  cup  of  human  suffer- 
ing is  passed  around  among  mortals,  some  are  compelled 
to  drink  more  frequently  than  others,  and  sometimes  the 
cup  is  pressed  to  their  lips  until  drained  to  its  very 
dregs.  Death  does  not  often  sweep  away  all  the  child- 
ren of  a  family  at  a  stroke,  generally  some  are  left 
around  whom  the  affections  can  still  entwine,  and  sustain 
the  sinking  soul.  But  there  are  instances  like  the  present, 
in  which  all  the  tender  plants  of  the  household  are 
plucked  up  and  borne  in  triumph  by  angel  messen- 
gers, to  be  transplanted  in  the  paradise  of  God.  Then, 
truly  does  a  fearful  darkness  brood  over  the  soul,  pre- 
venting the  entrance  of  a  single  ray  of  hope  to  drive 
away  despair  of  inward  grief.  Under  such  circumstan- 
ces, the  world  has  no  charms,  all  nature  is  shrouded  in 
gloom.     Earth  can  bring  no  relief  to  the  burdened  spirit  ; 
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it  lias  no  unction  for  a  broken  heart.  But  while  the 
disciple  of  Jesus  is  led  into  deep  waters,  where  he  can 
find  no  place  upon  which  he  can  rest  his  feet,  he  is  still 
upheld  by  a  hand  Divine.  The  flood  is  not  suffered  to 
overwhelm  the  soul,  but  amid  the  storm,  the  voice  of 
the  Savior,  in  accents  mild,  may  be  heard  speaking  to 
the  tempest-tossed  and  afflicted  one,  "  my  grace  is  suffi- 
cient for  thee." 

The  eye  of  faith  looks  upward  toward  the  throne  and 
the  beams  of  the  Son  of  righteousness  relieve  the  night 
of  sorrow.  The  bleeding  heart  responds  to  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  sinner's  friend  and  is  comforted  and  blest. 
Faith,  the  angel  messenger  from  heaven,  sustains  the 
Christian  while  passing  through  scenes  of  trouble,  and 
comforts  him  out  of  Zion.  The  tumult  of  excited  emo- 
tion is  assuaged,  and  a  holy  joy  and  confidence  in  God 
take  possession  of  the  soul,  soothing  it  into  a  quiet  rest. 
Many  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  as  he  passed  through  bitter 
trials,  can  look  back  and  say  : 

"  I  bent  o'er  the  corpse  of  my  first-born  in  woe, 
The  glad  voice  was  hushed,  the  light  step  was  still, 
All  brightness  seemed  gone  from  my  desolate  home, 
No  transport,  no  peace,  my  sad  heart  could  fill ; 
Then,  then  thou  drew'st  near  me, 
Dear  Savior,  to  cheer  me, 
And  tranquilly,  meekly,  I  leaned  on  thy  love." 

Mourning  parents  !  we  all,  to-day  sympathize  with 
you  in  your  affliction.  But  four  days  ago,  you  followed 
your  little  one  to  the  tomb,  and  now  again  death  has 
snatched  from  your  embrace  your  only  remaining  child. 
Your  home  is  desolate,  your  hopes  have  perished.  We 
are  a  congregation  of  mourners  with  you,  and  we  grieve 
also  because  of  the  disappointment  of  our  hopes. 
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Your  minister,  then  a  stranger  here,  and  far  removed 
from  the  home  of  his  youth,  was  welcomed  to  your  hos- 
pitalities and  many  happy  hours  since,  has  he  spent  in 
your  dwelling.  The  womanly  address,  kind  disposition 
and  intelligence  of  Rosa,  although  of  but  five  years  of 
age,  had  enlisted  his  affectionate  regard  and  excited  hope 
that  before  long  she  would  prove  a  blessing  to  the  church 
and  to  the  community  in  which  she  lived.  But  fond 
anticipations  have  been  blasted  and  tender  ties  of  affec- 
tion severed,  so  that  on  this  occasion,  he  can  mingle  his 
sighs  with  your  sighs  and  his  tears  with  your  tears. 

Your  brethren  in  Christ  are  pained  at  your  sorrows, 
they  are  not  insensible  to  the  sufferings  of  one  of  its 
members.  In  your  affliction  they  feel  themselves  afflict- 
ed, and  with  a  holy  submission  would  they  bow  at  the 
feet  of  Him,  who  in  misterious  providence  has  suddenly 
removed  your  children  from  among  them.  Gladly  would 
they  bind  up  your  broken  heart  and  dash  from  your  lips 
the  cup  of  suffering,  were  it  in  their  power,  but  this  they 
cannot  do,  they  can  only  sympathize  with  you  and  thus 
sustain  you  while  bearing  the  heavy  burden,  so  that  you 
shall  feel  that  you  are  not  compelled  to  bear  your  griefs 
alone. 

The  children  of  the  Sabbath  School  mourn  that  one 
of  their  number  has  fallen  by  the  stroke  of  the  destroyer, 
no  more  to  sit  with  them  and  listen  to  instructions  of 
kind  teachers,  who  have  sought  to  lead  them  to  the  cross 
of  Christ.  They  gladly  would  have  retained  her  here, 
but  she  has  gone  where  she  can  learn  from  a  Divine  in- 
structor, and  now  no  doubt,  that  which  was  mysterious 
or  imperfectly  comprehended  is  clear  to  her  mind  and 
with  rapture  can  she  sing,  salvation  through  atoning 
blood.     Her  young  associates  grieve  at  their  loss,  and 
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while  they  pay  their  last  tribute  of  respect  to  their  com- 
panion, they  would  meekly  bow  in  the  presence  of  Him 
who  has  afflicted  them. 

We  need  not  dwell  here  upon  her  excellencies  or  speak 
of  her  general  deportment,  for  she  was  known,  admired 
and  loved  by  you  all.  She  seemed  to  manifest  a  dispo- 
sition which  strongly  resembled,  if  it  was  not  truly  the 
disposition,  of  a  child  of  God.  Her  thoughts  were  much 
employed  with  heavenly  things,  and  she  would  often 
speak  of  God,  and  had  even  expressed  a  wish  that  she 
might  die  and  go  to  heaven. 

On  one  occasion,  before  retiring  for  the  night,  her 
mother  reproved  her  for  some  improper  conduct  of  which 
she  had  been  guilty  during  the  day,  telling  her  that  God 
was  displeased  with  her  because  she  had  done  wrong. 
She  immediately  burst  into  tears,  weeping  as  if  her  little 
heart  would  break.  "What  shall  I  do  mother,"  was 
her  earnest  inquiry,  "  that  God  may  forgive  me  ?"  She 
was  told  that  if  she  was  sorry  and  would  ask  God,  He 
would  forgive  her.  She  hushed  her  sighs,  and  after 
repeating  the  prayer  she  had  learned,  asks,  "  has  God 
forgiven  me  now  ?"  When  assured  that  God  had  par- 
doned her  if  she  was  sorry  and  would  do  so  no  more, 
she  ceased  her  weeping  and  composed  herself  to  rest. 
In  this  instance  she  seemed  to  manifest  a  spirit  of  gen- 
uine repentance,  being  sorry  for  what  she  had  done 
because  God  was  displeased. 

May  we  not  hope  that  she  was  forgiven,  and  that 
now  she  dwells  among  the  redeemed  ?  Perhaps  she  was 
enlightened  by  the  Divine  spirit,  and  acted,  according  to 
the  knowledge  she  possessed,  receiving  Jesus  Christ  as 
her  savior  and  the  Holy  Ghost  as  her  sanctifier. 
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Although  but  a  tender  plant — an  opening  bud — yet 
we  trust  she  has  been  removed  to  the  paradise  of  God, 
to  cast  her  fragrance  among  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord 
forever. 

You,  my  mourning  friends  are  severely  tried,  but  God 
has  good  reasons  for  sending  these  afflictions  upon  you. 
They  have  not  come  by  chance,  neither  have  wicked 
men  nor  angels,  spoiled  your  plans  and  taken  away  your 
delights.  This  is  one  of  the  mysteries  of  an  inscruta- 
ble Providence,  which  may  not  be  fully  revealed  until 
the  light  of  eternity  shall  beam  upon  it.  But  you  should 
not  now  lose  confidence  in  God,  because  He  has  envelop- 
ed Himself  in  clouds  and  darkness. 

His  known  faithfulness  and  goodness  should  quell 
every  murmuring  thought,  every  opposing  feeling. 

When  you  saw  your  loved  ones  suffering  under  a 
burning  fever,  you  earnestly  prayed  that  God  would 
give  them  health.  Has  he  not  answered  your  request 
in  its  highest  sense,  in  taking  away  the  cause  of  disease 
and  in  imparting  unto  them  immortal  health  and  beauty. 
Seeing  they  are  gone,  would  you  bring  them  from  the 
Celestial  City,  back  to  a  suffering  world  ?  Would  you 
take  from  their  heads  a  crown  of  glory  and  replace  it 
with  grey  hairs  ?  Would  you  bid  them  hush  their  glad 
song,  and  again  commence  a  strain  of  lamentation  and 
woe  ?  Would  you  receive  them  back  from  the  Savior's 
arms,  even  to  your  own,  thinking  that  you  could  watch 
over  them  more  tenderly,  or  do  better  by  them  than  the 
great  Sheperd  ?  Does  not  your  heart  respond,  "  No,  I 
would  not  recall  them  to  an  uncertain  life  and  to  a  cer- 
tain death,  let  them  roam  over  the  hills  and  plains  of 
paradise  in  their  unbounded  freedom,  and  rejoice  forever 
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in  the  smiles  of  infinite  love.  I  yield  to  the  Savior's 
will," 

Would  you  learn  how  to  bear  your  sorrow  ?  Listen 
for  a  moment  to  a  beautiful  story  from  the  Mishna  of  the 
Rabbins : 

"  During  the  absence  of  the  Rabbi  Meir,  his  two  sons 
died,  both  of  them  of  uncommon  beauty  and  enlightened 
in  the  Divine  law.  His  wife  bore  them  to  her  chamber 
and  laid  them  upon  her  bed.  When  Rabbi  Meir  return- 
ed, his  first  inquiry  was  for  his  sons.  His  wife  reached 
to  him  a  goblet ;  he  praised  the  Lord  at  the  going  out 
of  the  Sabbath,  drank,  and  again  asked,  e  Where  are 
my  sons  ?'  '  They  are  not  far  off,'  she  said,  placing 
food  before  him,  that  he  might  eat.  He  was  in  a  genial 
mood,  and  when  he  had  said  grace  after  meat,  she  thus 
addressed  him  :  '  Rabbi,  with  thy  permission,  I  would 
fain  propose  to  thee  one  question.'  i  Ask  it  then,  my 
love,'  replied  he.  '  A  few  days  ago  a  person  intrusted 
some  jewels  to  my  custody,  and  now  he  demands  them, 
should  I  give  them  back  to  him  ?'  i  This  is  a  question,' 
said  the  Rabbi,  '  which  my  wife  should  not  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  ask.  What,  wouldest  thou  hesitate  or 
be  reluctant  to  restore  to  every  one  his  own  ?'  '  No,' 
she  replied,  e  but  yet  I  thought  it  best  not  to  restore 
them,  without  acquainting  thee  therewith.'  She  then 
led  him  to  the  chamber  and  stepping  to  the  bed,  took 
the  white  covering  from  the  dead  bodies.  'Ah,  my  sons, 
my  sons,'  loudly  lamented  the  father ;  '  my  sons  !  the 
light  of  my  eyes  and  the  light  of  my  understanding,  I  was 
your  father,  but  you  were  my  teachers  in  the  law.'  The 
mother  turned  away  and  wept  bitterly.  At  length  she 
took  her  husband  by  the  hand  and  said :  '  Rabbi,  didst 
thou  not  teach  me  that  we  must  not  be  reluctant  to  re- 
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store  that  which  was  intrusted  to  our  keeping  ?  see  '  the 
Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  and  blessed 
he  the  name  of  the  Lord.'  i  Blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord/  echoed  the  Rabbi,  i  and  blessed  be  his  holy  name 
for  ever.'" 

Such  should  be  your  feelings,  and  when  you  recall  to 
mind  your  little  daughters,  sleeping  in  the  same  lowly 
bed — the  grave — you  should,  in  view  of  the  many  mer- 
cies which  have  been  shown  unto  you,  in  the  fullness  of 
your  heart  say :  "  The  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath 
taken  away  and  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord."  But 
a  few  more  sighs  and  tears  and  you  will  have-  filled  the 
measure  of  your  earthly  sorrows,  and  then,  having 
crossed  the  river  of  death,  and  ascended  the  mount  of 
God  to  the  gate  of  the  Celestial  City,  you  may  again 
behold  your  little  ones,  who  with  outstreched  arms,  will 
hasten  to  your  embrace  and  welcome  you  to  their  happy 
home.  Be  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  your  christian 
duties  while  life  continues ;  set  your  affections  on  things 
above  that  you  may  be  ready  at  your  Master's  call,  and 
then,  when  the  messenger  of  God  shall  have  borne  you 
on  soft  pinions  up  through  the  liquid  air  into  his  imme- 
diate presence,  you  may,  with  your  children,  a  family  in 
heaven,  forever  sing  of  salvation  through  the  atoning 
blood  of  the  Lamb. 


